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1 1. Statement 

1 Novelty (N) 


Clauns 


. 1-4 


YES 


' Claims 




NO 


1 Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-4 


YES 


Claims 




NO 


1 Industrial applicability (LA) 
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Citalioiis and aqplanations (Rule 70.7) 
Prior-art 

In the International Search Report the following documents are 
cited: 

Dl : Al-Shaer E et al, ^^Application- layer group coinmiinication 
server for extending reliable multicast protocols services" 
D2: Michael Smirnov et al, ^^Programmable Group Communication 
Services over IP Multicast" 
D3: US 2002057663 Al 

D4: Brian Neil Levine et al, ^^Improving Internet Multicast 

with Routing Labels'" 

D5: Kate Jenkins et al, ^^A Gossip Protocol for Subgroup 
Multicast" 

Statement of reason 

The claimed invention relates to an apparatus and method for 
conveying private information within an established IP- 
multicast group where the group involves more than two 
participants . 

The amended claims filed with the letter of 13.08.2004 differ 
from the claims originally filed in that it is now clarified 
that the filtering means, associated with the receiving 
client, filter out data from the extension header. 

Documents D1-D6 disclose different methods to convey 
information to sub-groups within an IP-multicast group, for 
example by means of filtering out address information from a 
protocol header in a network server. 

m m w / • • • 
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However, none of these documents disclose a method of 
conveying data to a sub-group within a multicast group by 
filtering out address data in a header in the receiving 
clients, as defined in present claims 1, 3 and 4 . The present 
claims, where the filtering is done in the receiving clients, 
present a more secure solution compared to the solution in, 
for example Dl, where an intermediate server performs the 
filtering. 

Further, it is not considered obvious to a person skilled in 
the art to change the method of any of the above mentioned 
documents so as to reach a method or apparatus as the one 
claimed in the present application. 

The invention according to amended claims 1-4 is thus novel 
and is considered to involve an inventive step. 
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